Salient points in the sermon, Mark 9:2-9 on February 11, 2018
· As Jesus, Moses, and Elijah were talking on the mountaintop, Jesus is transfigured; his appearance becomes dazzling white. The disciples are experiencing a mountaintop moment! What is a person to do in the midst of this kind of excitement? Peter had an idea, “Let us build three dwellings; one for Jesus, one for Moses, and one for Elijah.” A voice is heard echoing the words spoken at Jesus' baptism. The words spoken at the baptism were directed to Jesus: "You are my Son, the Beloved; with you I am well-pleased." (Mark I: 11 NRSV) 

· In contrast, on the mountain of the Transfiguration, the words are spoken to the disciples: "This is my Son, the Beloved" (Mark 9:7 NRSV). Another phrase is added, "Listen to him!" (Mark 9:7) What are the disciples to do in the presence of Jesus, God's Beloved? Listen to him! It is a statement to be heard by disciples as well as us, anywhere and at all time. Listen to Jesus! 

· We can grow though mountain top experiences. Life is filled with mountains and valleys. A mountain can be something that is exciting in our life, something to celebrate; something to remember. We cannot stay on the mountaintop. Do we love mountain top experiences? During those moments, is it easy to be faithful? "There is no doubt in our mind that God is blessing us. We can take what we learned, what we earned, share our resources, and share our time from the mountaintop into the valley; into the community. Can our mountaintop experience change us? If we have had a mountain top experience with God, should we be closer to God than ever before? 

· Life is not one mountain after another. There are valleys also; the troubles of life, those difficult moments. When we or a child have been diagnosed with an illness, that's a valley. When a love one departs from our life, that can be a valley. When a child is having difficulties in school or in the workplace, that can be a valley. During those moments, it may be difficult to be faithful. When we are in the valley, is it hard to say, "God is good?" Sometimes our faith is shaken. When we are in the valley, we may have some doubt that God is blessing us or whether God is blessing those around us. 


