Salient points in the sermon, Mark 1:1-11 on January 7, 2018
· Many people have asked us, "How do I know the Holy Spirit is living in me?" We know in the same way that we know there is music on a CD, even though we do not see the music on the CD. We can believe the label that says there is music, or we can play the CD and hear it. We can know that the Holy Spirit dwells in us by believing in God’s Word, or by seeing God’s results in our lives when we are obedient to God’s Word. In the beginning, the Spirit of God hovered over the waters and brought forth life. In baptism, the Spirit of God hovers over us and brings forth the church. I believe that God loves to bring something out of nothing.

· Martin Luther said that baptism is a lifelong process of conversion and nurture which begins at the font and does not end until death, until we are at last tucked safely into the everlasting arms of the God who first reached for us in baptism. God reaches for us throughout our lives. The "promise to us and our children" at baptism is that God will not cease dealing with us until God has finished what God began in us. Baptism is an event that usually happens when we are babies but takes our whole life to finish.

· For us today, Is John's message of repentance and the work of the Holy Spirit needed? Repentance may have to be done daily. Our decision to turn around will need help. Even Paul struggled with the power of his mortality against his resolve to do what is good (Rom 7:15-20). Something greater is needed. The power of the Holy Spirit is needed. In our baptism, we become fully identified with Jesus. 

· The Spirit of God represents something far more powerful than what we can do. For us today, John's message of repentance and the work of the Holy Spirit are needed. Through repentance, we are given a clean break with our past. Through repentance, we are encouraged to begin anew. Jesus loves us. Amen.


