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To the People of God here at Hope:

Rev. Dr. Earnest E. Tate, Pastor

Joy In 2018
This is the day that the Lord has made. Let us rejoice and be glad in it. | discovered the article
G{AE 2}&& | LIWAySaa L& D22R F2NJ ,  2dzNJ | S {

happiness in 2018. Everyone needs a little ypnekup sometimes, busometimes we also

just need some joy. Being joyful and happy can be beneficial to our health. By cultivating our
joy, doing things that make us joyful, and bringing that joy to others, we can be joyful in our
life. Why do we not feel joyful?e may needo take some time to figure out what is causing

us to not feel joyful. Be open and honest with ourselves. Evaluate elements of our life such
as our job, family situations, relationships with others, and our physical health.

If we realize that we feel morgadness than joy, we may have depression or another disorder
such as anxiety. Let our doctor know about what we are feeling.

Be as honest as possible. Remember that our doctor is there tausgdmd we have nothing
about which to be ashamed. Ask quesiscabout what treatment our doctor suggests finding
joy again in our life.
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We may realize that personal and professional relationships contribute to us not feeling
joyfulness. The individuals with whom we interact regularly can impact our attitudes,
including the ability to feel joy. Limiting or removing anyone who saps us of joy can help us
recapture our joy.

We should be in pray as we remove people from our life completely, if they are considerable
a drain on our joy. We can do so with kindnessby hyiri 2 YSG KAy 3 G2 LIS2 L
82dzz o6dzi L YySSR I 6A0G 2F | oONBI ] dé

No person sails through life without difficulty. How we approach difficult times can influence
our overall mood. By seeking out joy during these difficult times, we may be akbleltor

retain joyfulness. Avoid embracing any anger and/or rage we may feel. Find a way to gel
0 KNRdzZAK aAddzr dAz2zya GKFG OlFdzaS GKSasS Syzi
chronic. Surround ourselves with supportive individuals. Sharing whatevexgperiencing

can help us in finding ways to make us joyful and happy. Doing something nice for others cal
bring us and the other person joy and happiness.

Exercise and physical activity are powerful ways to increase the +@oloancing hormone in

our system. Finding ways to move our body every day, such as a walk or swim, can help u
stay joyful and happy. Get at least 75 minutes of vigorous activity or 150 minutes of moderate
activity each week. Do exercises and activities that we are able to enjogsTiike walking,
hiking, running, yoga, swimming, or biking are a few examples of what we can do. We car
also do activities like jumping on a trampoline or with a rope. Even taking our dog outside to
play may work.

{GNB&aa OFy Llzi | an®happividss. Refucihgyaly Ztyess Ghat coBffoits us
can help us retain our joy throughout the day. Step away from any situation that causes us
stress if we are able. A five or-bfinute break may do wonders for anyone involved. Use the
time to take a shdrwalk or something else that we can enjoy. Make a list of things that make
us joyful to help diffuse our stress. | pray that this article will be helpful in creating happiness
for you in 2018. Have A Happy New Year!

Pastor Tate
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Spiritual Conflict, Extractedf r om Sundays and Seasons Year B
The waters of baptism tell the truth, that we live in a world of competing values and conflicting loyalties. To
follow Jesus is to turn away from other ways of living and b&mnthe world. This is highlighted in the
baptismal rite in the structure of the renunciations and the profession of faith. Many people are uncomfortabl
with the language of the renunciations: "Do you renounce the devil and all the forces that defyoGod? D
renounce the powers of this world that rebel against God? Do you renounce the ways of sin that draw yc
from God?" (Evangelical Lutheran Worship, p. 229). The Gospel of Mark is not uncomfortable, and it moves
quickly in the first chapter to highligithe conflict between the Holy Spirit of God and the unclean and
demonic spirits of this world.

On Baptism of Our Lord, John the baptizer declares that the one coming after him "will baptize you with the
Holy Spirit" (Mark 1:8). By the fourth and fifth Sdays after Epiphany, other spirits have entered the
narrative. In the synagogue, Jesus is confronted by an unclean spirit who reacts to the power and authority
his teaching by asking, "Have you come to destroy us?" (1:24). Later, in the home of &iotbesn-law,

Jesus confronts the demonic spirits that lead to sickness and disease, demonstrating the new life and heal
that are gifts of the Holy Spirit (1:324). We should reflect together with those considering baptism how the
call to follow Jesusvill put an end to other truth claims, other value systems, other patterns and behaviors.
Some things will have to die in order for something new to be born. How will we name those unclean anc
demonic spirits in 20187

An Extended Invitation to Baptism-Extracted fromSundays and Seasons Year B 2018

The time after Epiphany is relatively short this year and will soon give way to Lent. Historically Lent has been
a time of formation and preparation for catechumens who have made the decision to be baptizedears

that the time after Epiphany is a season for making a clear call to baptism and teaching on its layers of meani
and significance. That task is assisted here by the bookend festivals of Baptism of Our Lord anc
Transfiguration of Our Lord, and liie Markan theme of spiritual conflict.

On Baptism of Our Lord, the assembly reads that in the waters of baptism the Spirit descends on Jesus, anc
he emerges from the water he hears the voice of God saying, "You are my Son, the Beloved; with you | al
well pleased” (Mark 1:11). Those words are echoed on Transfiguration Sunday as Jesus appears with Elij:
and Moses on the mountaintop and the select group of disciples who are also present hear a voice from |
cloud saying, "This is my Son, the Belovedtdisto him!" (9:7).

This pattern of divine identification and invitation to discipleship is continued throughout the time after

Epiphany. The second and third Sundays after Epiphany are connected by Jesus' words as he gathers
disciples, "Follow me." Thse who follow Jesus "will see heaven opened and the angels of God ascending anc
descending upon the Son of Man" (John 1:51) just as Jesus did at his own baptism. Those who follow Jes
will "fish for people” (Mark 1:17) just as Philip did when he invitéathanael to "come and see" (John 1:46).

So, these early weeks during the time after Epiphany encourage those in our assemblies to go fishing f
people, to have intentional conversations with others inside and outside the church about their faith, and
invite those who have not yet been baptized to "come and see" what these waters are all about.
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SOHARE YOUR TESTIMONY

"And they overcame him by the blood of the Lamb and by the word of their testimony” Revelation 12:11

_ i

We will have a new column in the newsletter where you can share your testimony. Nan
Billings prepared the following testimony on how she witnessed the Ldrdritife during

the time her sisterElainewas ill. This testimony, shared by Nan Billings, was inspired by a
dGdzReé 9t fSy YAy3 aKFINBR OFftfSR 5N}X¥g (GKS /
God answers a prayer, no matter how bigorhowsndgafi, ySSR (2 &aKI NB A
share a testimony, we are loaning our faith to others. When we listen to a testimony, we

I NBE 02NNRgAYy3d FlILAOGK FNRY 20KSNBRO® 9 A0 KSNJ
If you have a testimony you would like toash in the future, you can email me at
ellen0553@comcast.nend we will get it in the newsletter.

GOD IN OUR LIVERINGDOM MOMENTSSHARING TESTIMONY

My experiences this year helping my sister have deem beginning to end God Things. |

call them that because it seemed that the whole experience was orchestrated by God, to
the Glory of God, as testimony to so many people along the way. It started when we
realized my sister, Elaine, needed to move fr@nand Junction to Denver, Colorado to be
closer to her cancer treatments, a 4 tehbur trek over the Rocky Mountains. The first of
many miracles came out of my mouth as Gary and | told his brother how long he would
need to watch our house while we werevay. Expecting to only be away 2 weeks, we had
been looking at airfare and car rental prices. But that day when asked, completely to my
amazement, | answered that we would be gone for about 3 ¥2 months. Gary just smiled and
al ARZ aL 3IdSyaéopS OMIKIS BSEIFONR G AYS Ald G22
months!)

The next miracle happened right before we left. We received a substantial check from a
RSINJ YSYOSNI 2F 2dzNJ |1 21L)S Tl YAfeo { K201 SR>
genercsity never realizing that on the way to Denver | would have to go to the hospital
emergency for a severe sinus infection. Thankfully we had been blessed with the capability
to pay for the treatment!
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special belongings, had yard sales, prepared her home for sale, and drove her weekly to
Denver for chemo and trial treatments for her invasive lung cancer we treasured the time

as a gift from God. During this time, we studséedook by David Jerimiah called Revealing

the Mysteries of Heaven which enabled her to spiritually prepare herself, whether by God
LINE GARAY 3 | YANIOfS KSIftAYy3d 2N oe GKS 2L
Heaven. Every day held a newdGihings. Big like giving a carload of sheets and blankets

to a woman to send to Mexico and little like sharing faith testimony witlaws and

friends. After helping Elaine settle in we traveled home.

One of my sisters had a free ticket which enablesltmfly back to Denver for a week. Here

| experienced another amazing God Thing. It was Halloween day and the airplane was
packed with families with little children. | was one of the last persons to be seated. As |
searched for a seat among the famdiin the back of the plane, a flight attendant said to

YSS 452y Qi g2NNEX L KIFI@S | &aSrkrad FT2N e2dz d
airplane with no sick children around me! Had | been seated next to sick children | would
not have been abléo be near Elaine as her immune system was compromised by the
OKSY2 FyR O yOSNW 5dzNAyYy 3 GKAA 6SS1T 9fl Ay
and family members. Experiences like people walking up to her wherever we went, giving
her a hug and encaaging her to have faith, gave us all goosebumps. Then home to Florida
again.

2S NBOSAOSR | OFff az22y FFOSNI GKFG 9fl Ay S
put on hospice. The hospice doctor only gave her a few days to weeks to live. \féd hurr
back to Denver and Elaine rallied for a few wonderful weeks. | am the oldest of five girls
and during that time all of us sisters cared for our dear sister night and day, taking turns.
The real gift from God was that Elaine went to be with the Lordwy birthday. A gift

because we were all together to celebrate the day and therefore all together to have the
privilege to be with Elaine as she left this world into the arms of the Lord.

| am in awe when | think about the many miracles or God Thireghtppened over the

last six months and how they have affected many lives. | know that most of these things
were in harmony with the many prayers of my family at Hope and the fact that | listened

YR ¥2tf26SR D2RQ& RA NBditéninzhg quiet momifghvifer | { K |
NEFR GKS 0A0fS IyR LNl &o ¢ KS LINI eSNJL T S
Iff GKFG L &alFreé IyR R2 GKAa RIFIed 6S | o6fSaa

Nan Billings
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& WOMEN., HOPE

We welcomeNan Billinggs our new WELCA
President. The women of Hope will meet on thq
third Saturday of the month. They will be
meeting Saturday, Janua®Q, at noon this
month. Bring a brown bag lunch. All women at
St 02YSP w

Church Cleatup Day

On the second Saturdayedich month we will
have aupicdayh. We ar
volunteers to come to the church between 9 &
to help with jobs that need to be completed. W
need anyone that can help. Come help on Jan
13th . There will be a light lunch following

VEBW! bQ{ . w9! YC! {

—The veterans will be
meeting at Perkins Restaurantdamuary 27 at
8:30 a.m. Come and join us for great
conversation! Every v
yours!

Annual Congregation Meeting

The annual congregation meetingll be
Sunday January8? following the 10:00
a.m. service. There will only be one
service All committees should have their
report turned into the church office by
January 10th Please join us for this very
important meetingy

Year - End Statements

The 2017-yearend giving statements will

be put in your folder in the Narthex by
January 31st. Members who are out of
town, their statement will be mailed. If

you did not receive one, please contact
the office.§

Memory Verse of the Month

11 You makeknown to me the path of
life; you will fill me with joy in your
presence, with eternal pleasures at your

right hand.
Gtalftfy mMcYmMmbSg LydsS
(NIV)
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This has been a year of experiencing the power
of prayer. Prayers of familfriends and even
people we don't know; cards read andmead,
phone calls, visits and thoughtful acts. We are

so blessed and thankful. Cancer free blood test
and a heart that is healing; His Doctor said he is a
miracle. January 29th and January 31sttaee

next big tests at Roswell Cancer Institute.

Richard & Diane Woodcock

Vitality Survey

The Congregational Vitality Project is working to create a framework that can be used to
measure vitality in multiple contexts across entire denominations. Iltdea®loped and
published for use by the ELCA and any other denomination. Adding this tool to
congregational or program evaluations is like adding blood tests to a physical exam that
once only included height/weight, blood pressure, and temperature. It &adusendously

to the diagnosis and measures progress in ways the former measures cannot.

The Congregational Vitality Survey helps congregations assess how they connect with God,
each other, and their surrounding community. Factors related to vitality asthmability

are also assessed. The survey results are presented in conversational form to help
O2yaANBIlFGA2ya ARSYUuUATe adNBy3adKa YR | NS
mission in the world. All congregations, even those in transitiokRiegea new pastor, can
benefit from using the congregational vitality survey.

The survey will be distributed the first two Sundays in January 2018. Plan to be there and
participate as we look positively toward the future. Results of the survey wilfdsented

on February 18, 2017 by Pastor John Mocko. There will be a combined Worship Service at
10:00 a.m. A potluck meal will be served. A sigrsheet will be in the narthex for those

who are interested in bringing a dish. Please plan to attend thest\prService, potluck,

and share in the assessment of the survey. Thanks for your faithfulness.

- __________________________________________________________________________________________________________|
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Church Qﬁ?\ Council

President - Bob Hanson Emily Banks Jeff Treadway
Vice President - Fred Heins Theresa Tasker Steve Gambill
Secretary - Nan Billings Joe Weber

Treasurer - Debbie Barr

Financial Secretary 0 Ellen King

The Church Council meeting was held\mvember 18, and here are some highlighbf
discussions and decisions.

COUNCIL MEETING MINUTE®vember 13, 2017

In Attendance:
Pastor Tate, Bob Hanson, Fred Heins, Nan Billings, Emily Banks, Theres&ieasker
Gambill. Guest: Brenda Newins.

Meeting called to order: 6:03 pm
Pastor &te opened with prayer.

Policy/Personnal Committee Report:

Brenda Newins brought drafts of contracts to be reviewed and approved.

A motion was made by Nan Billings to accept the contract for Tabernacle of Praise which
will remain the same as 2017: srsing the church Sunday, Friday and Saturday for $500
per month as presented by the Policy/Personnel Committee with the correction of adding
the Saturday evening practice back in, seconded by Emily Banks, motion carried.

A motion was made by Nan Billjs to accept the contract for AA as presented by the
Policy/Personnel Committee which remain the same as 2017: reserving the church Fridays
for $40 per month, seconded by Emily Banks, motion carried.

A motion was made by Theresa Tasker to accept th&acirfor St. Lucie Medical as
presented by the Policy/Personnel Committee which will remain the same as 2017:
reserving the church quartl/ on specified dates for $140 each date, seconded by Steven
Gambill, motion carried
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New Business:

HOBOS bacé&t Hope¢ Nan brought up the need to get a HOBOS group together again to
assist persons in the congregation who may need assistance.

Exploritory Committeec Pastor would like to develop an exploratory committee with the
fund-raising committee to meetdate TBA) and discuss reinstating the Auction and Silent
Auction in March 2018, etc.

Guns in Churclq Pastor Tate brought up guns in chuicBrenda Newins said it will be a
G2LIAO Ay (GUKS LRftAOe O2YYAUGSS AY wnanmy (2

December Council Meeting will be held at the Hanson hongecome with an appetite

Seven Member Coun@IBob Hanson asked that the council consider implementing a

change to the constitution that the minimum number of council members be changed from
9 to 7with no maximum number. Steve Gambill made a motion as stated, seconded by Nan
Billings, motion carried. Bob will write up the motion to present to congregation, then

when approved by the congregation, the request will be sent to the Synod office.

Comnittee Reports:

{ SONXE i I NPE Rraotiom &vdsiatb by Emily Banks to accept the October minutes,
seconded by Theresa Tasker, motion carried.

Sound Systemfred announced that to date $5400 has been raised for the sound system
work to begin anah screen to be installed. Emily Banks made a motion that work begin,
seconded by Steve Gambill, motion carried.

Helping Hands:Pig Roast figures $2287.00 + more still promised with an estimate of $2800
to $2900 total. A request for Bingo to continuesvaade to Theresa by a member of the
congregatiorg she will consider it.

CAVIEYOALf { S@NBtonwiEntade byvEsnilyBhidksvto accept the report,
seconded by Theresa Tasker, motion carried

Treasures ReporiBob reported that expenses aeecurate,but the discrepancy will not be
rectified until 2018 even with calls to Quick Books. A motion was made by Emily Banks to
accept the report as is, seconded by Steve Gambill, motion carried.
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t NS & A RSy irbes2018 dapgesatdibidget was prepatesy Bob Hanson and Nino
Peterson. A motion was made by Steve Gambill to accept the proposed budget to present
to the congregation prior to the Congregational Meeting in January, seconded by Emily
Banks, motion carried. Bob Hanson will give a Templeekplkining the budget proposal

to the congregation and two weeks later be available to answer questions between
services. He would also like to give further Temple Talks encouraging the congregation in
ways to support the church. Bob reported that théseb54000 in account and all bills are
payed except payroll which will be payed tomorrow.

t I a i 2 N aWVriteesS ref@riNidi nét available but will come soon. Pastor gave an update
on the mailbox which will be coming soon, the cells which will consist of pairing individuals,
and a review of the activitiethat Ellen King has completed as Director of Miyistuch as

Advent Wreath workshop, movie night on hold, Advent soup supper with Diane Roma, book
F2NI O2YyFANXNIGAZY Ofl aao IS t&a2 NBYAYRSF
{F1S¢ 62N]aK2L gAGK t I ad2N W2d&preachigg@pd2 2y
leading worship on November 19th.

Old Business:

Fellowship Breakfast Council will sponsor the fellowship breakfast this Sunday, November
19. Bob will prepare French toast and others will bring more.

Next Regular Council Meeting viak December 11, 2017 at the Hanson home at 6:00PM.

aSSiAy3a SYRSR U TYoy LI 6AGK GKS [ 2NRQA
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Hopeodos Library
Your church library has many different choices

Eler i P=X il for your reading pleasure. There are two new
lp soclety lmpor tant fiction stories about Amish women.
ren - iWhéehe Heart Criesbd

A
AMi racle of Hopebo

There are many books about prayer, Thanksgiving, and salvation.

Visit your library during the week or between services. Checking out a book, cd or dvd is
easy, make your choice and then sign the sheet on the tabteenbaokcases. When you
return the book, cd or dvd place it in the plastic box near the sign out sheet.

-Jean Beldin

Movie Night

We will behaving movie night on the last
Friday of the month, starting January'26
There will be a potluck and fellowshipt

p.m., followed by a movie in the sanctuary
abpme¢KAA Y2YUKQA Y20A
w22Y¢é D 2S¢ aupdheeit 9SS |
the narthex for thepotluck.Hope to see

you therd

FAMILY
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Altar Flowers B

J?‘nuary (;ngs@ The flower chart is in the usher area.
Birthdays g Pease select your favorite date. We

| have several openings for the next
few months. Flowers can be
sponsored for $30.00 per Sunday. If

L

01/04 Kimberly Bennett

01/05 Tom Geske you want to pay for only one bouque
_ you can do so by contacting Diane ir
01/07Laoreese Fellx the office. The cost is $15.00. Two
01/11 Rev. Jared Olson families can sponsor flowers on the
same Sunday. Please place your
01/12 Steven Gambill money in the offering clearly marked

F2N) Fft 246 SNRa Ay Ol
turn it into the office. If you have any

01/18 Theresa Tasker

01/21 Karen Keat guestions, please contact Diane Cale
in the office on Wednesday or
01/23 Danielle Danboise ¢t KdzZNBERI 8 d
Emily Banks
Jean Carroll

Kyle Matthew Kasten
01/24 Emily Sellas

01/27 Debbie Barr

The Voice of Hope 12



Salient points in the sermon
Rev. Dr. Earnest E. Tate, Pastor

Luke 2:8-20 on December 24, 2017 Christmas Eve

1 If we had to select one word to describe the atmosphere of Christmas, what word wouls
we choose? Would the word that comes to our mind be "emotional?" During the
Christmas season, perhaps more than at any other time of year, our emotions a
stimulated insome way. Christmas is very frustrating for many because Christmas is
supposed to be a time of joy. How do we find joy when we may be filled with emptiness?

1 The story of Christmas, as we have just heard it read from the Gospel according to Luke
Is well known to all of us. What can we add to it? What can we say that has not alread)
been said? Is it possible for any of us to say anything new this Christmas Day?

1 too hard upon the people of that day because of their preconceptions, should we loc
inward andask ourselves if there are people that we do not want to socialize with? Are
there areas of our city that we overlook in our outreach ministry? Are they part of our
Thanksgiving, Christmas, or our Easter? Yes, they are. Are they part of our life
throughout the year? Do they come to our VBS, Bible Study, Tutoring Program? If they
come, do we really want them to be a part of our fellowship? Do we really have God's
kind of love when they come into our Sanctuary?

1 God often looks upon the people whom we stommes overlook. God cared for this
neglected group of individuals, the shepherds on the hillside. Yet, they were the poores
people. God is for the neglected, the poor, the despised, the forgotten, and the outca:s
of society? Are we turning away anyowaom God loves? Whom have we made feel

~

Il mportant | ately? The Good News is, i

Luke 1:26-38 on December 24, 2017

1 There are many things we do in life that we do not enjoy; things at work, at home anc
yes, at church. That is part of life. We are not going to like everything that we are askec
to do. It happens to all of us. It is normal to do things that we like tondmat like
things we are required to do.
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Do we treat our relationship with God in this Way? God desires us to provide service
for Gododés glorification. God al so desi
1 The angel did not ask Mary how that sounded to her drether she would like to try
out for the role. The angel told Mary that the Lord is with you. Luke tells us that Mary
was much perplexed by his words. She interrogated the angel. "How can this be?" Mar
wanted to know exactly whose idea it was. How it widuhppen? She wanted to make
sense out of what made no sense.
9 Deciding to say yes to events that occur in our life does not mean that we are not afraic
It just means that we are not willing to let our fear keep us locked in our room. We are

saying, "Herd a m; |l et It be with me accordini
on, | can handle ito. Are we here this
Jesus? Todaybs Gospel reminds us that

whose tendacy may be to disorder our lives, to demand great things of us, to expect
great deeds from us.

1 Itis wonderful to have a God who is with us, all the times, whether it is good or bad, in
our joy or in our grieving. It is wonderful have a God who invitesuws hel p wi t
work in the world. That is Good News this morning. Jesus loves us. Amen.

John 1:6-9;: 19-28 on December 17, 2017

1 John the Baptizer has a lot to teach us today. We can learn from him. He did not come
to serve the idle whims of peopléohn did not come to satisfy to their religious
curiosity. He did not come to answer all of their questions. John was not afraid to
upset the religious status quo, to ruffle feathers, to make people uncomfortable.

1 How many times have we kept silent Aase our witness would upset aworker, a
family, provoke a difficult conversation on social issues, or threaten a friendship?
Does our silence testify that we would rather let our neighbor go to hell than create an
uncomfortable situation in our relatiship?

1 We are witnesses of Christ when we reflect His teachings. Becoming-lit&istay
be a lifetime pursuit. Becoming Chrige may involves some growth. The growth
may occur slowly. Day by day we may move closer to God, not realizing that we are
building a godlike life. We may be living a quiet life of goodness, service, and
commitment. People should be able to see Jesus Christ in us; the way we act and
speak.
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1 What do the people around us learn by watching us and listening to us during this 3rd
Surday of Advent? Will they see a person eagerly looking forward to our Lord's
second advent in glory, a coming that could come at any day or hour? Will they repent
and watch and pray with us? Will they recognize that we are celebrating the
Incarnation of Chist at Christmas? Will they hear about a baby boy named Jesus, born
of a virgin mother, who was cradled in a manger.

Mark 1:1-8 on December 10, 2017

A John not only preached Ayou have sinne
And that is goodhews. Good news sometimes begins with an honest, soul searching,
sometimes painful look at ourselves. Can a true change occur that does not begin in truth
telling? I n our text, people from al/l oV e
Ayousianmreer so, John also had good news, Ay
A We have come here today on this 2nd Sunday of Advent. Advent is a preparation for
the Word becoming flesh, a time for reflection and cleansing, a time to acknowledge that we
are not thepeople God would have us to be. Advent is a time for us to be honest. Why did
we come here this morning? | believe that
necessarily as our society defines ngood
truths.Have we lived the way God intended for us to live? All of us have made some
mistakes. Yes, we have done some wrongs. We may have sinned by word, thoughts, and
deeds.

A That voice crying in the wilderness is longing to be heard over and again within us.
Listen and we may hear it this Advent season. It is the cry that calls us beyond this religious
holiday. It forces us to hear the word from heaven that says, "Repent, for the kingdom of
God is at hand." The wilderness is where the gospel of Jesus Chinst. IWgether the
wilderness is literal or metaphorical, the truth remains: God's call can be heard in the
wilderness. God's salvation can be experienced in the wilderness.

Mark 13:24-37 on December 3, 2017
1 Does Advent remind us that God may come tatuany time? | believe that when
Christ comes into our lives, we are never the same again. Oh, when Jesus comes into
our lives! | am reminded of the lyrics written by Rufus McDaniel in 1914 after the
death of his son, fAWhat a wonderful <c¢h
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What a wonderful change in my life has been wrought

Since Jesus came into my heart!

I have light in my soul for which long | had sought,

Since Jesus came into my heart!

Refrain

Since Jesus came into my heart,

Since Jesus came into my heart,

Listen,our greatest danger to watchfulness is the illusion of ourlveatlg. When

things are going smoothly in our life, money in the bank, good health, good job,
children performing well in school, their careers are on the upbeat, do we tend to think
life will always be this way?

Do not be discouraged by our struggles. Live as if every child, every sick person,
every old and | onely person matters. L
not be so absorbed with this world's priorities that we lodd #igt this world is not

our home. Christ will return unexpectedly. We have ongoing responsibilities with our
families. And yes, we have ongoing responsibilities here at Hope Lutheran Church.
We are expected to give account of our faithfulness. The quastiAre we ready?

Are we prepared? Jesus loves us. Yes, we know, because the Bible tells us so. Amen

Being Faithful

* Put God first + Love & Serve Others
*Seek & Do God's ., Tithe Thankfully
will NG |
+ Pray Daily * Share the Gospe
* Worship Weekly + Participate at
+ Study & Know Church
God’'s Word * Repent
Unfaithfulness
Return to the Lord
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GROWING HEALTHY RIPs @ HOPE

Thursday Homeschool Classes

Marine Science for
Early Learners

9:30-10:30 a.m.

MARINE SCIENCE

‘ Life Skills

. . 11:00- 12:00 p.m.
‘A. Nature detectives,

LIfZSkI((s cooking, back to the basics

achieve your personal best

To register or for more information nannettelb@aol.com

or call Nan Billings 772-812-1682
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Rudy Pinto, Wendy Bass, Kelly Kendall, Jenny, Olga Olsen, Michele Burkett,
Jane Simpson, Richard & Jean Bel@ire Billings Family, Shirley Johnson,

The Caiafa Family, The Tasker Family, Michelle Greencook, Debra Kirchoff,
Jackie Perman, Don Wyatt, Joseph Sellas,The Daly Family, Barbara Mahar, John
Robin Kay Wilson, David Sze, Norma Castro, Gloria Rifi@oZuniga,

Margie Melendaz, Judy Oaulette, Angel Pellot, Irene Love, Michelle Green,

Kathy Bogan, Cati Houser, Paul Charron, Fran Scriveri, Karina Duprey, Dick Woo
Brooke Blake, The Schoell Family, The Konopa Family, The Luhrs Family,
RichardPeterson, Roy & Nancy Brewer, The John Prell Family, Carmen Faillaci,
Tom Jameson, Josephine Vandermosten, Rose Johansen, Phyllis Gillis,

David Christensen, Bette White, Hella Cushing, Stephen Ministries/Fred Heins,
Thomas Faillaci, Kasten Family, Cleenvincent, Carole Arcoleo,

John G. Prell and family, Eric Weston, Harmony Geske, Jean Carroll, Chelsey Ols
Bob Hendertilo, Dolores Hart, Cathy & Herb Schaus, Inge Brooks, Priscilla Carper
Marilyn Wheeler.
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Any Roof / Any Surface

hio-safe muld removal pro-wash resmratlon treatment

112-214-2400

drlvewazs walkways rust removal paver restoration - seal atin:

Hair Decigne by

Nancy

Kat hy Annods
8709 South Federal Hwy
Port St. Lucie

pool enclosures - gutters

decks, docks and fencing Pressure Warshin’ Inc.
LICENSED, BONDED & INSURED

white-fly goo and more.. Martin, St. Lucie, Palm Beach, IR
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