Salient points in the sermon, Luke 2:8-20 on December 24, 2017 Christmas Eve
· If we had to select one word to describe the atmosphere of Christmas, what word would we choose? Would the word that comes to our mind be "emotional?" During the Christmas season, perhaps more than at any other time of year, our emotions are stimulated in some way. Christmas is very frustrating for many because Christmas is supposed to be a time of joy. How do we find joy when we may be filled with emptiness? 

· The story of Christmas, as we have just heard it read from the Gospel according to Luke, is well known to all of us. What can we add to it? What can we say that has not already been said? Is it possible for any of us to say anything new this Christmas Day? 

· too hard upon the people of that day because of their preconceptions, should we look inward and ask ourselves if there are people that we do not want to socialize with?  Are there areas of our city that we overlook in our outreach ministry?  Are they part of our Thanksgiving, Christmas, or our Easter?  Yes, they are. Are they part of our life throughout the year? Do they come to our VBS, Bible Study, Tutoring Program? If they come, do we really want them to be a part of our fellowship?  Do we really have God's kind of love when they come into our Sanctuary?

· God often looks upon the people whom we sometimes overlook. God cared for this neglected group of individuals, the shepherds on the hillside. Yet, they were the poorest people.  God is for the neglected, the poor, the despised, the forgotten, and the outcasts of society?  Are we turning away anyone whom God loves? Whom have we made feel important lately?  The Good News is, “Jesus loves us”. Amen. 


