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August 2017  

Pastoral Vote 

I am grateful for the 96% congregational vote for me as Pastor at Hope Lutheran Church on 
Sunday, July 9th. I will be faithful in my journey with all members of the congregation to 
enhance the growth of our church spiritually, physically, and financially. Although there is 
much work ahead of us, we can do all things through Christ who strengthens us. Keep the 
faith. 

We are grateful for the 9 volunteers who attended the Pastorôs Weed Wacker Party, Saturday, 
April 8th from 9:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. Our next party is on Saturday, August 12, 9:00 a.m. to 
11:00 p.m. Refreshments will be served, 11:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m. 

 

Pastoral Activities  

Pastor Tateôs Weed Wacker Party, 2nd Saturdays, 9:00 ï 12:00 p.m. 

Bible Study, Tuesdays, 12:00 p.m. - 130 p.m.  

Visited Homes/Care Centers, 4th Saturdays, 10:00 a.m. ï 4:00 p.m.  

 

 

Continued on next pageé  

 

 

 
 

PASTORôS PAGE 

http://www.hopelutheranpsl.org/
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Ecumenical Service, Thursdays, 6:00 ï 7:30 p.m. 

Tradewinds Conference Clergy Gathering, 3rd Wednesdays, 12:00-2:00 p.m.- Vacation until 

September 20th 

Port St. Lucie Inter Faith Clergy Meeting, 3rd Fridays, 11:00 p.m. ï 1:00 p.m. 

Christian Faith and Business Meeting, 4th Wednesdays, 9:30 a.m. ï 11:00 a.m. 

Community Garden, daily working 

 

Future Activities:  

The Florida-Bahamas Synod of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America will meet, October 12-

14, 2017 at Embassy Suites in Kissimmee, Florida. The Assembly shall convene at 1:00 p.m. on 

October 12 for the purpose of: 

¶ Conducting the election of a Bishop and conducting the election of synod council members 

and other offices as described in detail in a letter from the chair of the Nominations 

Committee. A copy of which can be found on the Synodôs website, www.fbsynod.com, 

¶ Adopting the synodôs ministry spending plans, 

¶ Receiving and acting upon reports from ministry areas and agencies of the synod, and 

¶ Conducting other business as the synod council or assembly may deem necessary. 

 

Hope Postal Prayer Box 

A Postal Prayer Box is a work in progress. The box will be installed adjacent to our Marquee (outside 

signage board) near the drive way. Doug Morrison has mounted the post for the mail box. Cruz 

Gonzalez will complete the construction of mail box and install it within the next two weeks. 

Individuals will have the opportunity to place a prayer for themselves or for others in the prayer box. 

Pens and cards will be stored in a waterproof area available for writing of prayers. 

 

Liturgical Dance Ministry  

A Liturgical Dance Ministry with the assistance of Debora Harris is still in a planning stage. The 

group will consist of adults who have danced or have the dream of dancing. The dancing will be 

choreographed to the lectionary text during our Worship Service. 

 

Married Couple Cells 

We are in the planning stage of our married couple and single cells. Each cell will have a potential 

of 5 couples. The meetings will occur twice a month. The first meeting will consist of fellowship, 

viewing of a video on evangelism, tithing, etc., and reflections.  The second meeting will consist of 

going to a movie, club, etc. 

 

Continued on next pageé 
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Movie Night 

We are planning a movie night for the community. The movies will be shown once a month 

on a Friday, 7 to 9 p.m. with refreshments, 6 to 7 p.m. Ellen King, Nancy Faillaci, and Nino 

Peterson are part of the research committee.  

 

Director of Ministry   

The objective of Director of Ministry position is to develop and implement programming that 

helps build community, growth in mission, and a healthy congregation. This is a volunteer 

position. The Directorôs responsibilities and expectations are: 

¶ Attend the Ecumenical Services and Bible Studies. 

¶ Attend the Advent and Lenten Services and assist with the Soup and Dessert fellowship. 

¶ Support the financial obligations of the church through tithe and offerings. 

¶ Develop and recommend strategies for ministry growth and program development.  

¶ Recruit, nurture, and provide resources for all Ministry Workers. 

¶ Work with assigned ministries to develop cohesive strategies. 

¶ Coordinate, continually assess, and enhance the ministry leadership, programs and/or 

activities. 

¶ Develop, promote and coordinate small group programming, including both service and 

social activities.   

¶ Research, locate, utilize, and equip others with valuable resources like reference books, 

magazines, periodicals, curricula relevant to ministries. 

¶ Coordinate social media presence for Hope (Facebook, Twitter, etc.).  

¶ Carry out home and hospital visits when needed. 

¶ Prepare and deliver sermons with the assistance of the Pastor (a task that all members 

of the congregation are invited to do quarterly or by notification. 

¶ Meet bi-weekly with the Pastor or as requested. 

¶ Perform other duties as assigned by the Pastor. 

 

Ellen King has been performing most of the above activities during the past year. I am grateful 

that Ellen has agreed as a volunteer to serve as the Director of Ministry. I am looking forward 

to great things occurring in our present and future ministries at Hope. 

 

Hopeôs Volunteers of the Quarter (April, May, and June) 

Cruz Gonzalez ïBand and Carpentry 

Shirley Jackson ï volunteers at Mustard Seed, a program that originated out of Hope Lutheran 

Church 

Dave Simpson ï Exterior maintenance                                                  Pr. Tate                                
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A Narration of the New Testament  

(extracts from The New Testament, Professor Bart D. Ehrman, University of North Carolina) 

 

The intent of this article is to enlighten the reader of the New Testament. The Sunday School 

teachers, Confirmation Class, and those who are inspired to understand authorship and 

origination of the books of the New Testament are encouraged to read this article. Because 

there is difficulty in sharing so much information on 2 pages, I have decided to provide the 

major groups in the New Testament. This article in its entirety can be requested at: 

hopeoffice1@gmail.com., or a copy is on the table in the narthex.  All information shared is 

based on the book, The New Testament, Professor Bart D. Ehrman, The University of North 

Carolina at Chapel Hill.  

 

The New Testament is comprised of 27 books written by Christians of the 1" century, many 

of whom were said to be apostles of Jesus. The first to be written were produced about 20 

years after Jesus' death; the latest, probably 70 years after. These books were originally 

written in Greek (not Hebrew or Aramaic, as many people think).  

 

The 27 books of the New Testament are organized into four major groups:  

¶ First are the four Gospels of Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John. These are the books that 

describe the birth, life, activities, teaching, death, and resurrection of Jesus. Virtually 

all the stories that you've ever heard about Jesus come from these books. These books, 

then, narrate the beginnings of Christianity.  

¶ The second division of the New Testament consists of only one book, the Book of Acts 

(or the Acts of the Apostles). This is a historical account of the activities of Jesus' 

apostles and missionaries after his death. It is concerned, then, with the spread of 

Christianity.  

¶ The third part of the New Testament contains 21 epistles, 13 of which are ascribed to 

the apostle Paul, the others to others of the apostles. These are actual letters written 

by Christian authors to other Christian individuals or communities, instructing them in 

what to believe and how to act. These focus, then, on the beliefs and ethics of 

Christianity.  

 
/ƻƴǘƛƴǳŜŘ ƻƴ ƴŜȄǘ ǇŀƎŜΧ 

 

mailto:hopeoffice1@gmail.com
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¶ The final part of the New Testament consists of a single book, the apocalyptic Book of 

Revelation. This is a description of the end times, when God brings all his promises to 

fulfillment by destroying this world and bringing in a utopian kingdom. In contrast to 

the other portions of the New Testament, then, this book deals with the culmination 

of Christianity. 

 

I pray that after reading this document on the New Testament, you will have the incentive to 

read the 27 books of the New Testament. It is important that we read for understanding and 

ŀǳǘƘŜƴǘƛŎŀǘŜ ǿƘŀǘ ǿŜ ƘŜŀǊ ƛƴ ǘŜŀŎƘƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ǇǊŜŀŎƘƛƴƎ ƻŦ DƻŘΩǎ ²ƻǊŘΦ ²Ŝ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎƛōƛƭƛǘȅ 

to share what thus says the Lord as we make disciples. To be a disciple is to become engaged 

in the work of Christ. We are to also bring the good news. Our mission here at Hope is, "We 

are called to spread God's Word and to lead the community to Christ". With Jesus' 

commission, we are given all the power and authority that belongs to him. The call to 

discipleship has a price. That price may be persecution. If we follow Jesus as a disciple, we 

may be persecuted. Expect it. Anticipate it. Count on it. It may happen. May God bless us as 

ǿŜ ǎǘǳŘȅ DƻŘΩǎ ²ƻǊŘΦ 

Pr. Tate 
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Church  Council  

 

President - Bob Hanson    Emily Banks    Jeff Treadway  

Vice President - Fred Heins    Theresa Tasker                      Steve Gambill   

Secretary - Nan Billings    Joe Weber                                    

Treasurer - Debbie Barr                                  Deborah Harris   

Financial Secretary ð Ellen King      

 

  

The Church Council meeting was held on June 12th, and here are some highlights of 

discussions and decisions. 

 

COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES - June 12, 2017 

 

In Attendance: Pastor Tate, Bob Hanson, Fred Heins, Nan Billings, Emily Banks, Theresa 

Tasker Jeff Treadway, Steve Gambill, Joe Weber. Guests: From the Synod Office: Connie 

Schmucker, ELCA Deacon, Assistant to the Bishop for Leadership and Rev. Jaime Dubon, 

Assistant to the Bishop/Director for Evangelical Mission -South Region. From Hope 

Lutheran Church: Deborah Harris, Karen Keat, Debbie Pinto, John King, Ellen King, Bert 

Cain, Diane Calain, Emily Sellas, Joan Sellas, Fran Hendertilo, and Brenda Newins. 

 

Meeting called to order: 6:00 pm Pastor Tate opened with prayer. 

 

New Business: 

Pastor ¢ŀǘŜΩǎ' Contract Renewal - Deacon Connie Schmucker described Hope Lutheran 

Church to be "calmer, not as much anxiety and appeared to be a stronger congregation." 

She outlined the three options the church has now:   1. Renew Pastor Tate as an interim 

part-time pastor for one more year, 2. Hire Pastor Tate as a permanent part-time pastor 

with his same package, 3. Do not hire Pastor Tate at all and have a new interim part-time 

pastor. A motion was made by Emily Banks to recommend that Pastor Tate be hired as a 

permanent part-time pastor with his same package. Theresa Tasker seconded, motion 

carried. The new paperwork will be generated by the Synod and a representative from 

Synod will be present when the congregation votes on whether to accept Pastor Tate as a 

permanent part-time pastor. Pastor Tate agreed to continue with the same package. 
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New Council Member - Nan Billings made a motion to accept Deborah Harris to join council 

if she accepts the position. Joe Weber seconded, motion carried. 

 

Karen Keat - Pastor Tate invited Karen Keat back to review music concerns about playing 

more familiar music.  Karen explained that if we want to learn a new song she will repeat it 

three times so we will learn it. Bob will work with Karen to establish a new list of favorite 

songs. Pastor asked that as all agreed with this method that this subject be put to rest.  

 

Renewal of RWCA Lease - Bob shared that the feedback he gathered from the congregation 

about whether to renew the RWCA lease was lopsided against renewing their lease. Several 

guests shared their concerns about violations to contracts and issues of concern. After 

discussion about options Steve Gambill made a motion to renew the lease with negotiated 

terms, Nan Billings seconded, motion did not carry. The lease will not be renewed and 

Debbie Pinto will have the locks changed on Monday. 

 

Rev. Jaime Dubon told us that "insanity is doing the same thing repeatedly when it is not 

successful." He said that there are three things for successful planning with new ideas for a 

ministry plan. 

1. /ƻƴƎǊŜƎŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ǊŜǘǊŜŀǘ ƛŘŜƴǘƛŦȅƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘΩǎϥ ǇǳǊǇƻǎŜ ƻŦ ǎǘŀǘŜƳŜƴǘǎ and guiding 

principals 

2. Planning and identifying how to implement the plan 

3. Set a timeline for implementation of plan using SMART goals. Ellen King is delegated 

to prepare this. 

 

Mortgage Payments - Bob informed council that MIS responded well to the letter sent to 

them. After discussion about financial concerns and funds available Jeff Treadway made a 

motion that for July and August a $1500 (interest only) mortgage payment will be made. 

Beginnings in September $3000 (interest only) payments will be made monthly for as long 

as we are able. Emily Banks seconded, motion carried. 

 

Sound System - $804 was collected specifically for the sound system. Jeff purchased the 

cables needed and the cost was over the $200 allotted.  Theresa Tasker made a motion to 

reimburse Jeff for the money he spent on cables.  Steve Gambill seconded, motion carried. 



The Voice of Hope 8 

Responsibilities of Employees -Steve Gambill brought up concerns that council should 

identify and outline responsibilities of Hopes' employees 

 

Committee Reports: 

Secretary's Report:  A motion was made by Steve Gambill to accept the May minutes, 

seconded by Joe Weber, motion carried. 

 

Treasurer's Report: Debbie Barr, Ellen King, Debbie Pinto and Bob Hansen met and will 

continue to work on resolving issues of posting. 

 

Financial Secretary's Report:  A motion was made by Nan Billings to accept the report, 

seconded by Theresa Tasker, motion carried. 

 

President's Report: Bob informed us that January will be the end of his two-year term as 

president of council.  He does not plan to run again but will put his efforts toward pushing 

forward plans to have a school, at Hope and projects such as SMART goals. Bob also invited 

Debra Harris and Bert Cain to this council meeting to determine if they would like to join 

council.  Bob also said that Micheline will be sending out postcards advertising activities at 

Hope.  Bob and his wife will sponsor the cost of the first month, approximately $200, to 

send out approximately 5000 cards. 

 

Pastor's Report: Written report and review of new ministries: Hope Postal Prayer Box 

(Steve to build), Liturgical Dance Ministry with assistance of Debora Harris, and Married 

Couple Cells 

 

Next Regular Council Meeting will be July 10, 2017 at 6:00PM. Meeting ended at 8:34 pm 

ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ [ƻǊŘΩǎ ǇǊŀȅŜǊΦ 
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Church Clean-up Day  
 

On the second Saturday of each month we 

will have a ñclean-up dayò.  We are asking 

for volunteers to come to the church between 

9 & 11 to help with jobs that need to be 

completed. We need anyone that can help. 

Come help on August 12th. There will be a 

light lunch following. 

 

 
 

This monthôs veteranôs breakfast with be on 

August 26th at Perkins at 8:30 a.m. Come 

and join us in this wonderful fellowship. All 

are welcome! 

 

 

 

       

   

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What is God Calling You to Do 
 
¶ Remember God used an uneducated 

fisherman to be the churchôs first great 

leader. It was Peter. 

¶ God used a fix it man sitting in jail to 

write Pilgrims Progress, one of the 

greatest classics in the English language, 

his name was Paul Bunyan. 

¶ God used a shy obscure monk to set off 

the greatest Christian Reformation in 

history. His name was Martin Luther. 

¶ God used a Bible College dropout to 

preach the gospel to more people than 

anyone in history. His name is Billy 

Graham. 

¶ God used an ordinary shoe salesman to 

create revivals and new ministries all 

over the world.  His name was Dwight 

L. Moody. 

 
Ecumenical Worship/Bible Study 
An ecumenical worship service can be one of the most 

spiritually uplifting experiences for any Christian. It 

opens avenues of understanding so that we can share 

stories of how our particular expression of faith in 

worship feeds our souls, and gives us a chance to learn 

from the experiences of others. Come join us on 

Thursdays at 6 pm 
 

Memory Verse of the Month 
 

So I will bless You as long as I live; 

I will lift up my hands in Your 

name. 

Psalm 63:4 
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We welcome our new members to Hope Lutheran 

Church Family! 

 

Robert (Bob) Kirchhoff 

Deborah Lynn Harris 

Kyle Nurminen 

Marvel Sawyer 

Marvin Sawyer 

Sandra DelSerro 

Sharon G. Rudison 

 
 

The next WELCA meeting will be 

Saturday, August 5th, at 12 noon. 

Please remember to bring your 

lunch! 

 
Tutoring will be available in math and 

some science disciplines during the 

upcoming school year free of charge. 

Sessions generally are recommended to 

last 30-45 minutes depending on the 

pupil. To arrange for tutoring please 

schedule sessions with Steve Gambill at 

(772) 919-2322. 
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BINGO 

 BINGO every Tuesday at Hope 
Lutheran Church! Doors open at 5:30 
pm and BINGO starts at 6:30 pm. 
$20.00 Game Package. Also available: 
Bonanza, Special and 50/50. 

NEW!!! Food and Snacks now available 
and proceeds benefit the Hope Houston 
Youth Trip. 
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Save the Date 

 
 

 

 

You can click the link below and watch the promo: 

 

 

https://youtu.be/XBQpZa09_V4 

 

 

Five hundred years ago, Martin Luther kicked off the Protestant Reformation, which contributed to 

the birth of our modern age. In this one-hour special ð filmed on location in Europe ð Rick 

Steves tells the story of a humble monk who lived a dramatic life. Rick visits key sites relating to 

the Reformation (including Erfurt, Wittenberg, and Rome) and explores the complicated political 

world of 16th-century Europe ð from indulgences to iconoclasts, and from the printing press to the 

Counter-Reformation. Itôs a story of power, rebellion, and faith that youôll never forget. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

https://youtu.be/XBQpZa09_V4
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The flower chart is in the usher area. Pease select your favorite date. We have several 

openings for the next few months. Flowers can be sponsored for $30.00 per Sunday.  If you 

want to pay for only one bouquet you can do so by contacting Diane in the office. The cost is 

$15.00. Two families can sponsor flowers on the same Sunday.  Please place your money in 

the offering clearly marked for flowerôs including your name, or turn it into the office. If you 

have any questions please contact Diane Calain in the office on Wednesday or Thursday. ¶ 
   

 

 

8/01 Brenda Newins 

8/02 Shelley Tillman 

8/03 Randy Roberts 

 Sandra DelSerro 

8/06 Anthony Scuderi 

 Ryan Barr 

8/07 Marilyn Wheeler  

8/11 Jenna Billings 

             Robert Crimmins 

8/15 Annemarie Huggins 

8/16 Marion Zimmerman 

8/21 Lydia Byerly 

8/22    Bob Kirchhoff 

8/24     Karen Kenninger 

8/25 Corrianne Billings 

 

August 
Birthdays 

July Anniversaries 
 

 
8/03 Gary & Nan Billings (43) 
8/18     Steven & Gayle Gambill (33) 
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Salient Points in the Sermon 
 

Rev. Dr. Earnest E. Tate, Pastor 
 

 Matthew 10:40-42 on July 2, 2017   

¶ We have here a brief teaching of Jesus that was directed to the disciples as they prepare 

for a mission. Earlier, Jesus warned the disciples about hostility. In our text today, he 

speaks of those who will welcome the disciples. Jesus gives comfort to the disciples by 

implying that there would be some folks who would receive their message. ñWhoever 

welcomes you welcomes me, and whoever welcomes me welcomes the one who sent 

me (vs.40). 

¶ Jesus does not demand perfection in our efforts to be welcoming, just a simple cup of 

cold water to a tired traveler is enough to fulfill this command. Jesus' missionary 

instructions are the same today, minister with compassion and love, and you will 

minister as Jesus ministered. We are reminded that it is easy to love the people we 

admire, the ones we like, but as disciples, we are to love everyone.  

¶ Jesus alleviates (ease) the disciplesô anxiety by implying that there would be some folks 

who would receive their message. The message is in the words "He who receives you" 

(v. 40 RSV). Jesus knew that there would be some folks who would gladly receive his 

messengers. He sent them out with the instructions to take no supplies for the journey. 

Anxiety over God's provision is not an excuse to "cop out" on following our call.  

¶ This passage is not directed at those who practice hospitality. It is written for those on 

the receiving end. It is not a directive but a promise. Is it the same promise that we need 

to hear, ñthose who welcome a prophet in the name of a prophet will receive a prophet's 

rewardò?   

¶ Have we experienced Jesusô gifts of grace?  Perhaps we did not recognize those gifts. 

Have we experience an encouraging word? Have we experience a meal when we were 

down and out? Have we ever received an unexpected letter that renewed our faith? It is 

a sign of God's favor. Jesus loves us. Amen.  
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Matthew 11:16-19, 25-30 on July 9, 2017   

¶ Have you ever known someone who just couldn't be happy? It didn't matter what the 

issue was, they could find a storm cloud behind every silver lining. The temperature in 

the church building was always either too hot or too cold; the choir, if it wasn't singing 

too loud, was doing too many "old standards"; and the preaching, if it didn't deal enough 

with the love of God, was too soft on sin. Can you imagine all of these complaints 

corning from the same person? There's just no pleasing some folks. 

¶ Do we get hung up on thinking that the Son chooses to reveal himself to some but not 

to others? Jesus invites all those who are wear1y and burdened to come to him for rest. 

That rest is found, though, not in ease and entertainment but in becoming yoked with 

Jesus. A yoke is used to join two co-laborers together. Jesus invites us to find rest by 

laboring with him. A key to being effectively yoked is for two compatible animals to be 

joined together. Jesus knows our limits and our strengths and weaknesses. When we join 

with him, we find the rest we so desperately seek. His yoke is easy and his burden does 

not place undue strain upon us.  

¶ Do we search for answers believing that if we had the right answers, we would find 

peace? We were reminded by a person in our Ecumenical Service last week that she was 

calling all around to seek an answer to her problem until she realizes that the person she 

should be calling on in the first place is Jesus. Jesus gives himself rather than answers. 

He invites us to give him our burdens in exchange for his blessing. He invites us to take 

on ourselves his way of life rather than our way of life. He invites us simply to come to 

him with our exhaustion and find rest in his presence.  

¶ Here is an antidote for exhaustion. We should bring to Jesus our confusions, 

uncertainties, and pain. In so doing, we will hear and experience a love that will never 

let us go.  

 

Matthew 13:1-9, 18-23 on July 16, 2017   

¶ Much of our struggle in life is a struggle against limitations. Sometimes we complain 

that we have less opportunity than others. In our reading, the parable of the soils 

portrays everyone as being on the same level playing field. We all have the freedom to 

choose how we will listen to life's important messages. We also have the responsibility 

to make our minds receptive to these messages; in this case to God's word about how 

to live in His Kingdom.  

Matthew 13:23 reminds us, ñBut as for what was sown on good soil, this is the one 

who hears the word and understands it, who indeed bears fruit and yields, in one case 

a hundredfold, in another sixty, and in another thirty.ò 
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¶  I believe that God looks for a response that involves all our heart, soul, and all our 

mind (Matthew 22:37). If we have come to the Lord on the basis of an emotional 

experience, are we doomed to fall away like the seed that sprouted in stony ground? 

What can we do to help the shallow hearers to develop into hearers of the Word? Can 

we encourage them to engage in a study of the Word that can stimulate their thinking? 

Should we challenge them to move beyond a commitment of emotions to something 

that will keep them steadfast when trials, discouragements, and doubts arise in their 

lives?  

¶ I believe that the transformed life of a disciple occurs as we understand Jesus message 

with our heart and not with our intellect. Jesus warning to his disciples is not to 

compartmentalize our intellect or our understanding, or even our actions, but rather to 

"love God with all of our heart, soul, mind, and strength. Our understanding, not 

simply our hearing, is the good soil from which grows the true life of God in us.  

 

Matth ew 13:24-30, 36-43 on July 23, 2017   

 Å We tend to make judgments of some people. As we judge others, sometimes we 

overlook their value. As followers of Jesus, should we be concern about upholding Jesusôs 

standards of righteousness? The parable of the wheat and tares suggests that separating the evil 

from the good is to be left up to God. God will see to it in Godôs own time. Godôs separation 

will be accurate, complete, and final. Before that time comes, God allows the evil and good to 

dwell together.  

 Å What does Christ expect of us? If we are children of faith who are like the wheat, 

the expectation is that we should grow despite adverse conditions. God provides all things 

needed for our growth. God is able to supply our every need (Phil 4:19). We are reminded in 

Isaiah 55:10-11, "As the rain and the snow come down from heaven, and do not return there 

until they have watered the earth, making it bring forth and sprout, giving seed to the sower 

and bread to the eater, so shall my word that goes out from my mouth; it shall not return to me 

empty, but it shall accomplish that which I purpose, and succeed in the thing for which I sent 

it".  

 Å I believe that God expects us to bear fruit in spite of our afflictions, trials, and the 

difficult people that may enter into our path. God expects us to be obedient. God expect us to 

refrain from taking matters into our own hands regarding the weeds.  

 Å The Good News is to wait on the Lord and rejoice. Matthew 13:41-43 reminds 

us, ñthe Son of Man will send his angels, and the angles will collect out of Godôs kingdom all 

causes of sin and all evildoers, and they will throw them into the furnace of fire, where there 

will be weeping and gnashing of teeth. Then the righteous will shine like the sun in the 

kingdom of their Father. Let anyone with ears* listen!ò. Jesus loves us. Amen. 
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Matthew 13:31-33, 44-52 on July 30, 2017   

 Å In the parables of our text, Jesus seems to be indicating that the seed of the 

kingdom will grow in spite of opposition and obstacles, the mustard seed will become a large 

plant, and the yeast will permeate the dough. There is a growth potential message for our 

church in these parables. Just as a growing plant will split concrete, so will the power of God 

in Godôs church cause the church to grow.  

 Å These parables are based on the assumption that God is at work in Godôs world. 

We may lose sight and become discouraged because we may overlook the fact that the seed, 

once it is planted, it will grow, and once the yeast is added to the dough, it will slowly permeate. 

We sometimes become impatient for quick results from our efforts. Are we mindful that we 

cannot interfere with God's timetable? God's word will prevail. Godôs purpose will be 

accomplished. Do we know how much influence that we may have on others? Did we know 

that our contact with others may change our life and theirs also?  

 Å As we read these parables, we may discover that the kingdom is easy to overlook. 

The kingdom of heaven is like a mustard seed. It is easy to overlook the small things in life. 

The kingdom of heaven is also a hidden treasure. If we are not looking for it, we will probably 

miss it.  

ñOnce Jesus was asked by the Pharisees when the kingdom of God was coming, and he 

answered, óThe kingdom of God is not coming with things that can be observed; nor will they 

say, ñLook, here it is!ò or ñThere it is!ò For, in fact, the kingdom of God is among you.ô...the 

kingdom of God is within youò (Luke 17:20-21).  

 Å Are we committed to seeing our church grow? I believe that God has great things 

in store for us; greater things then most of us can conceive. Some of those things may require 

a financial sacrifice, it may require a sacrifice of time, and a commitment. Just as the merchant 

was willing to give his all to purchase the field, we may have to determine just what we are 

going to give our all for. Jesus loves us. Amen. 
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Dick Woodcock, Charles Duberger, Richard Peterson, Jenna Billings, Jean 
Beldin, Roy & Nancy Brewer, The John Prell Family, Carmen Faillaci, Lillian 
Zuneja, Tom Jameson, Josephine Vandermosten, Dan Calik, Rose Johansen, 
Phyllis Gillis, David Christensen, Ron Beldin, Bette White, Hella Cushing, 
Stephen Ministries/Fred Heins, Thomas Faillaci, Kasten Family, Clemmie 
Vincent, Carole Arcoleo, John G. Prell and family, Eric Weston, Harmony 
Geske, Jean Carroll, Chelsey Olson, Bob Hendertilo, Dolores Hart, Cathy & 
Herb Schaus, Inge Brooks, Priscilla Carpenter, Marilyn Wheeler. 

Members in Residential Care 
 

Inge Brooks-Emerald Health 

 

Pricilla Carpenter - The Gardens 
 

Members of Our Armed Forces 
 

LC Scott Strickler USA 

 

SPC Cody Allen USA     Afghanistan 

 

Master Sgt. John King USAF 

 

A1C Ryan Killing USAF 

 

Reece Tucker USMC 

 

2nd Lt. Sierra McCrae USA 

 

 
 

 

We are doing very well thanks to many prayers. Please thank 

the many people at Hope for prayers cards and get well wishes. 

The answered prayers are just amazing. We are so thankful for 

our family at Hope. We miss you all. 

-Dick & Diane Woodcock 
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