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Happy New Year! 2016 was an exciting year. Dorothy and I purchased a home in Kings Isle, a 55 plus community. 

The residents are friendly and supportive of their new neighbors, especially those who have spent the past 45 years in 

Minnesota and Wisconsin. Although our home came with hurricane shutters, we did not have a clue about how to 

attach them to the doors and windows. Our neighbors took the initiative and volunteered to assist us in our first 

experience with a hurricane Matthew.  

There is excitement at Hope Lutheran Church. Our Council created a director of several ministries. These ministries 

are focused on the growth of our congregation, spiritual, physically, and financially. We have three Bible Studies; 

Tuesday at 12:00 P.M., Sunday at 10:15 A.M., and a Tuesday evening study at 7:00 PM that rotates in different 

parishionersô home. Our youth confirmation began in October with six students. The class meets on 1st Sundays. We 

are grateful for the six adults who are attending confirmation also on 1st Sundays. We have gained as many members 

as we have lost. Half of the loss was due to job relocation and death. The members who have joined our church are 

volunteering in our ministries as we go forth in our growth.   

We are still here at 1750 SE Lennard Road. I appreciate all of the faithful members. We are often confronted by things 

that we would rather not do. There are times when we wish we did not have to make decisions. When chaos rules, it 

becomes the 'law of the jungle' and only the strong survive. Personal rights and liberties are lost and the person who 

has the largest weapon tells us how to live our life. The legacy left to us by our Lord and Savior, the legacy of honesty, 

justice, mercy, and love is the fulfillment of all righteousness. These gifts have the power to change our community 

and church. It is left to us to make our own decision whether to follow the teachings of Jesus, or not. And no one can 

make that decision for us. I encourage you to continue to be steadfast as we grow in grace and in faith. 

-Pastor Tate 

 

 

 

 

REV. DR. EARNEST E. TATE, PASTOR 
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01/01 Carol Wilhelm 

01/02 Charlie Vandermosten 

           Juliana Workman 

  Loretta Vandric 

01/04 Kimberly Bennett 

01/05 Tom Geske 

01/07 Laôreese Felix 

01/09 Jerry Gahlhoff 

01/11 Rev. Jared Olson 

01/12 Steven Gambill 

01/18 Theresa Tasker 

01/19 Edward V. Erfurt 

01/21  Karen Keat 

01/23 Danielle Danboise  

 Emily Banks 

 Jean Carroll 

 Kyle Matthew Kasten 

01/24 Emily Sellas 

01/27 Debbie Barr 

January Anniversaries  

 

01/1 5  Thomas & Jeanette Roberts (14 ) 

 
 

 

January 
Birthdays 

Altar Flowers  

The flower chart is in the usher 
area. Pease select your favorite 
date. We have several openings for 
the next few months. Flowers can 
be sponsored for $30.00 per 
Sunday.  If you want to pay for only 
one bouquet you can do so by 
contacting Diane in the office. The 
cost is $15.00. Two families can 
sponsor flowers on the same 
Sunday.  Please place your money in 
the offering clearly marked for 
flowerΩǎ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ ȅƻǳǊ ƴŀƳŜΣ ƻǊ 
turn it into the office. If you have 
any questions please contact Diane 
Calain in the office on Wednesday 
ƻǊ ¢ƘǳǊǎŘŀȅΦ ω 
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David Christensen, Ron Beldin, Bette White, Hella Cushing, Kasten Family, Phyllis Gillis, 
Clemmie Vincent, Scott Harris, Karen Keat, Chris & Carole Arcoleo, John G. Prell,  
Eric Weston, Harmony Geske, Judy Geske,  Jean Carroll, Bob Hendertilo, Josef Glass, 
Nancy Larsen, Dolores Hart,  Erica Crouse, Janice Keat Heller, Joe Sexton, Lee Fowler, 
Kathy Bogan, Brooke Blake, Maddie Demers, Rita Mc Henry, Thomas Faillaci,  
Norman & Paula Schultheiss, Dom Aloise, Jennifer Knight & Family,  
Charlie McCracken, Tom Bacik, Bob & Lucy Barnette, The Luhrs Family,  Chelsey Olson, 
Eleonor Colon, Faith McCracken, Jimmy Back-Galpin, Pat Maranscio, Gloria Iaccabelli,  

Ed Forella, Josh Paradoa,¶ 
 

Members in Residential Care  
 
Inge Brooks-Lakeforest Park 
 
Pricilla Carpenter- The Gardens 
 
 

Members of Our Armed Forces  
 
LC Scott Strickler USA 
 
Cody Allen USA        USA 
 
Tech Sgt. John King USAF ς Kuwait 
 
Reece Tucker (USMC) 
 
2nd Lt. Sierra McCrae ς USA 
 
Ryan Killing - USAF 
 
 

 

 
PRAYERS OF CHRISTIAN SYMPATHY  

For Pastor and Dorothy Tate as her 

mother, Virl ee Johnson entered the 

Church Triumphant. 
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Fellowship Breakfast  
There will be a fellowship breakfast in between 
services January 15th. Come enjoy some 
delicious food, sponsored by The Women of 

Hope.¶ 
 

On the Trail of Martin Luther 
A tour to Germany is being sponsored by St. 

Andrew Lutheran Church and Pastor David.  

See the table in the Narthex for details.¶ 

 
Year- End Statements 
The 2016 year end giving statements will be put 

in your folder in the Narthex by January 31st. 

Members who are out of town, their statement 

will be mailed. If you did not receive one please 

contact the office. ¶ 

 

 
We welcome Margaret Eubank as our new 

WELCA President. The women of Hope will 

meet on the second Saturday of the month. 

They will be meeting Saturday, January 14, at 

noon this month.  Bring a brown bag lunch. All 

women are welcome.¶ 

 

Visit from the Bishop 
Bishop Schaefer will be with us on February 5th 
for both worship services. Please plan to attend 

and welcome him.¶ 

 

 
A special thank you to Dick Owens for 
completing more than half of the repairs 
that needed to be done around the 
church.  We still have need for a plumber, 
if anyone can help, to fix the remaining 
items on the list that need to be repaired, 

please contact the office. ¶ 
 

Annual Congregation Meeting 
The annual congregation meeting will be 

Sunday January 29th following the 10:00 

a.m. service.  There will only be one 

service. Please join us for this very 

important meeting.¶ 

 

Bingo  
Bingo will return Tuesdayôs January 10th 

and January 24th at 7 p.m. Please come and 

join us for a great night.¶ 

 

Quarter Auction  

The quarter auction will be Saturday 

January 21st at 1:00 p.m., come and meet 

the vendors and have some fun.¶ 

 

 

 

 

 



The Voice of Hope 5 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

Cross Street Band 
We welcome Mimi Tuschinski as our 
newest member of the band. Come and 
worship at 11 a.m. on SundaysΩ to 

welcome her.¶ 

 
Save the Date 
The Raisin Cane Sugar tour will be on 
Thursday, February 23rd, 7:30 a.m. - 5 p.m. 
The tour includes bus pickup at Hope, 
buffet lunch and a guide. The cost is 
$15.00.  Sign-up sheet in the Narthex. For 
more information call Roxie Roberts at 

772-418-7899 ¶ 
 

Thank You  
"Thank you from Pastor Tate and Deacon 
Susan Spee for the generous financial gift 
from members of Hope Lutheran 
Congregation. God's Blessings and a Happy 

New Year to our faithful members." ¶ 
 

Church Council 
There are six openings for the Church 

Council.  Please prayerfully consider 

running for one of these positions.  If you 

are interested please contact Bob Hanson.¶ 

 

HopeΩs Library 
Books of interest at the library: 

ü Natures Medicines Prevention 

ü Book of Comfort and Joy 

ü Heaven in the Real World 

ü Tailor of Gloucester ï Beatrix Potter 

ü Abigail 

 
 

 

Verse of the Month 

 

11For surely I know the plans I have for 
you, says the LORD, plans for your 
welfare and not for harm, to give you a 
future with hope. 12Then when you call 
upon me and come and pray to me, I 

will hear you.  Jeremiah 29:11-12  ¶ 

 

Prayer Group 
A Saturday morning prayer group has 
been formed. They pray weekly at 7:00 
a.m. They are praying for the church, 
the people of Hope, and our 
community. They will be praying the 
prayer cards that can be found in the 
Narthex. If you have a specific prayer 
you can drop it in the box and they will 
be prayed over on Saturday morning. 
There is a prayer booklet that was 
written and you can download it here.  

http://wp.me/P5Tlfl-98 

 
Our next veteranôs breakfast will be on 

January 28th at 8:30 at Perkins in Port St. 

Lucie. Everyone is welcome to share 

their stories.¶ 

    Marty Frano 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
    

      

      

      

  

http://wp.me/P5Tlfl-98
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Help with Homework  
Hope Lutheran is sponsoring a homework 

and date night on Tuesday from 3-6 p.m.  

Feel free to drop off school children while 

running errands to enjoy an early dinner out.  

The children will be welcome to study, with 

someone to help with school work if required or participate in wholesome activities.  This 

service is free.  The hope is to bring families a child free period to shop or bring couples 

some ñtogether timeò during the week.  It is also hoped to bring the church families together 

and provide a respite for busy couples.¶ 

 
******************************************************** ****************  
 

New Bible Study 
Beginning January 11th our journey of faith will come alive as we explore 

God's plan for us today.  Every Wednesday, for the next six weeks, Hope 

Lutheran will feature a video study by Max Lucado, "God's Story, your 

story". Come join us at the church every Wednesday, 6-8 p.m. on our 

spiritual journey. ¶ 

 
 

 

 
 

**************************************************************************  

 

The Lego club meets the last Saturday of every month.  

The next meeting will be Saturday, January 28th at 5 

p.m. All ages are welcome! 
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Rev. Dr. Earnest E. Tate, Pastor 

Salient points in the sermon, Isaiah 11:1-11; Matthew 3:1-12; Romans 15:4-13 

on December 4, 2016   

¶ During Advent, there are so many people who are living without any hope.  When we are left without 

any hope, at the end of our rope, are we left standing helplessly in a pile of dead dreams?  That is not 

a glorious Advent picture.  This is Advent!  This is the season when hope can rise within us.  This is 

the season for shouting, "Do not give up hope!   

¶ What is attacking our hope this morning?  Is it an illness, family turmoil, grief, rejection, forgiveness, 

or the recent election? During our faith journey, we may have been injured, but we are not completely 

destroyed. Although our journey may seem hopeless, we must keep hope alive. As I shared with you 

several weeks ago, borrowing from Winston Churchill, never, never, never, never give up. Yes, there 

will be awful times; times when we feel as though we are all alone. But despite all that, the good news 

is that our story is not over; there has just been a disruption in our life, our life is beginning a new 

chapter.    

¶ On this Second Sunday of Advent, do not give in to self-pity.  Do not waste our time on things we 

cannot change.  Quit living in the past.  Believe in something bigger than we are. O Come, O Come 

Emmanuel. Jesus loves us. Amen.  

 

Salient points in the sermon, Matthew 1:18-25 on December 18, 2016   
¶ The Hebrews chose a name for its meaning in God----to acknowledge Godôs gift, or to express a hope 

or fate in God. There are names like El Shaddal-God Almighty; El Olam- The most High God; Yahweh 

Shalom- The Lord is Peace; Yahweh Shammah- the Lord is there. For Dorothy and me, our first 

daughter was named, Makeba La Monique-The making of the unique. 

¶ Names do mean something. When we hear the name of Moses, we think of the great leader and 

lawgiver as we study in Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers, and Deuteronomy. The name of David reminds 

us of the shepherd boy who became a king, the poet who wrote the twenty-third Psalm. The name of 

Solomon makes us think of wisdom and wealth. John Wesley's name causes us to think of the founder 

of Methodism; Martin Luther, Lutherans; Calvin, Presbyterians; Thomas Aquinas, Catholics. Henry 

Ford's name reminds us of the automobile industry. The name of Martin Lutheran King reminds us of 

the great preacher and Civil Right Leader in the 60's.  

¶ There is another name that has a far greater value and power. It has influenced the course of our history 

for more than two thousand years. The angel announced to Joseph, "Thou shall call his name Jesus: 

for he shall save his people from their sins" (Matt. 1:21). He has been given all power in heaven and 

in earth (Matt. 28: 18). This power has not diminished neither has this power been passed on to another 

person, no matter what secular power we may have obtained.   

¶ Jesusô name is a comfort in time of sorrow. Do we have those dark days? Do we have those days when 

we walked down the valley of sadness? Where do we find our comfort? Do our friends give us comfort? 

When we hear the name of Jesus, is it like soothing music to us?  
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Salient points in the sermon, Luke 2:8-20 on December 24, 2016   
¶ It is amazing that amidst all the excitement that was happening in the political arena of more than 2000 

years ago, the spotlight fell upon a simple, poor, quiet, and religious young couple.  They were not 

affiliated with or an advocate for any political or social group. They had no hidden agenda.  But because 

of this young couple, something happened that changed this world.  This young couple was an 

unknown.   

¶ God made somebodies out of two nobodies.  Just as God did throughout Biblical history, God continues 

to make somebodies out of nobodies today. Our body can become the new home for the indwelling of 

the Holy Spirit (1 Corinthians 6:19, 20). In the body of Christ, a nobody is a somebody.  Everyone in 

Christôs family is somebody.  We are important.  We are significant.   

¶ God often looks upon the people whom we overlook.  God cared for this neglected group of individuals, 

the shepherds in the field. God shared with them the news about Godôs richest possession---yet they 

were the poorest people.  God is comfortable with everyone.  Are we comfortable with everyone? 

¶ God made those neglected shepherds in the field feel important.  Whom have we made feel important 

lately?  God also made it possible for the shepherds to receive peace.  Is there someone whom we have 

not forgiven?  As we prepare for the 2nd Coming, let us wrap up peace in the package of our life and 

give it to that someone today. Jesus loves us. Amen.  

 

Salient points in the sermon, John 1-14 on December 25, 2016   
¶ Some say Christmas is mainly for the benefit of merchants. How many of the merchants even believe 

in Christ. Is the Christmas season is a time of stress, worry, and irritation rather than happiness.  Is 

there any truth to these statements?  Yes, Christmas is still with us.  It has captured the hearts of many.   

In spite of all, Christmas is probably the most observed day of the year.  Even if some consider 

Christmas unworthy of notice, we must agree that it is a day when we are reminded that "God so loved 

the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but 

have everlasting life."  

¶ God sent John the Baptist (v. 6) to tell about Jesus, the Light. John urges us to repent, to clean up our 

lives, and get ready to welcome the greater one whom God would send (Mark I: 1-8).  Everyone who 

is able to see is consciously or sub-consciously aware of light.  When the Gospel writer announces 

Jesus as being the "Light of the worldò he is speaking a universal language.  Have we noticed mood 

swings that go with the sunshine?    

¶ The question that I pose to us is, "Who, in his or her right mind would turn away from the Light?"  The 

answer is, "nobody whose mind is set on God.ò  Would we rather have our attachments, our stuff than 

the freedom that is offered by the light, by the Word?  Is that our problem? Only a few are ready to see 

the Light or hear the Word.  The story does not end with the few because others are ready to see the 

Light and hear the Word.  What counts is that the Light has somewhere to go.  The Light has channels 

through which to travel.  Are we the channel for the Light? Are we the channel for the Word? Jesus 

loves us. Merry Christmas! Amen.  

 

                                                                  -Pastor Tate 
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GROWING HEALTHY KIDS @ HOPE 

TUESDAYS  

Story Time:  3pm to 4pm    

Cost:  Free 

 

 

 
 
 

Horticulture for Beginners:  4pm to 5pm   
Cost:  Free 

 

 

 

 
 

  

 

ü Children gain confidence reading to the Wagginô Tail 

Therapy dogs 

ü Receive tutoring to increase their reading skills 

ü Registration required  

ü Story time and tutoring also available  

 

 

ü Children of all ages digging in the dirt  

ü Planting and tasting healthy vegetables   

ü Planting Christian values                    

ü Growing healthy kids!  
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