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	To the People of God here at Hope:

Rev. Dr. Earnest E. Tate, Pastor

Pastor Earnest E. Tate’s Monthly Report October 2015
On November 8 at 10:00 a.m., we will have my Installation Service. There will be only one Service on November 8.
On Sunday, October 11, Diane Calain (9:00 a.m. Worship Service and Teresa Tasker (11:00 a.m. Worship Service) transferred their membership to Hope Lutheran Church. Diane comes to us from Emmanuel Lutheran in Warren, Ohio and Theresa Tasker comes from Redeemer Lutheran Church in Labanon, Connecticut.  Dereck Knight was received into membership as an associate. He is also from Connecticut. We are excited that 3 couples have been attending our 11:00 a.m. Service regularly during the past 3 weeks. Hopefully, they will become members in the near future. We welcome back Linda and Joe Gannon, Betty Barrett, Kelvin Wynn, and Bill and Sue Weston who have been away.

Continued on next page…
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Ellen King has advertised in our newsletter for grass cutters of Hope Lutheran’s lawn stressing, “Always give yourselves fully to the work of the Lord, because you know that our labor in the Lord is not in vain.” David Christensen responded to the ad and has been maintaining the lawn during the past month. We have also received a response from two members of Tabernacle of Praise Church and three from Hope to assist with our lawn care. When you see David, let him know how beautiful our lawn looks.

Our church staff is doing a great job assisting me with the daily operation of our facility. Joan has been doing an excellent job maintaining the interior of our facility. Her task has been increased during the past 2 months with the additional activity of the Home School, Saturday Worship Service of St. Julian Catholic Church, and Wednesday Ecumenical Service. Although Diane Calain became an official member of our congregation on October 11, she has been working as our Administrative Assistant for the past 2 months, a member of the Policy Committee, Eucharist Visitation Team, and serving as the Church Photographer, scheduling church activities, preparing the bulletin for both Services, and monitoring the church emails. Debbie Pinto is serving as the Church Office Manager.  She oversees the interior and exterior activities of our church. Debbie ensures that all bills are paid and all office activities are accomplished. Debbie is the person to call if maintenance service is requested. She has a list of our leadership contacts. I am also grateful for our recent volunteer, Dereck Knight. Dereck has volunteered to provide carpentry and plumbing services at Hope. 

On September 23, we had our first Wednesday Ecumenical Worship Service with Saint Julian Catholic Church and Tabernacle of Praise Church. This Ecumenical Service is an opportunity for us to affiliate with other denominations as we meet on Wednesday evenings to have intercessory prayer for our congregations while sharing a vision for our community. We worship as the Holy Spirit leads, equipping us as we are gathered with the Word of God through fellowship, music, preaching, testimonies, and prayer. The intent of our gathering is to be recharged, get equipped, and receive marching orders through the Holy Spirit as we continue our faith journey during the week. We come and go during the Service as the Holy Spirit leads us. There is an opportunity to provide a financial gift as we leave the Sanctuary.

Continued on next page…
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I have been meeting regularly with Pr. Bob Reidel regarding joint ministries between Prince of Peace and Hope. We are working with the Florida-Bahama Synod staff in this spiritual endeavor. Prince of Peace invited us to their Penny Auction on Saturday, September 26, 2015. Tickets were sold for $5 and an envelope of chances was $10. Light refreshments were served. I attended this event. 

Bob Hanson and I have been meeting regularly. On September 27, I gave a Temple Talk during our 9:00 a.m. Worship Service. Bob gave a Temple Talk on October 4 during our 9:00 a.m. Worship Service and on October 11 during our 11:00 a.m. Service. During our Temple Talks, we are stressing encouragement, unity, compassion, patience, clarity, and understanding of one another.

Our congregation is moving forward as we seek a full-time pastor. We plan to have a Call Committee in place by July 1, 2016 and a new pastor by September 1, 2016. Although our attendance and finances are down, our plans are to have a new pastor as stated. We may have to be creative in our pursuit, such as a sharing ministry with another Lutheran congregation. I am committed in our pursuit of a new pastor. I am in communication with the Florida-Bahama Synod. This pursuit will require the commitment of faithful and loyal members with many volunteers in our ministry. 

It is said that churches serve but in order to serve we need those that are willing to help us achieve this task. We have shared an insert listing areas for willing servants. If there are willing volunteers, please indicate by placing a check mark next to the committee that you are willing to serve on along with your name and phone number.

I have initiated a monthly meeting with some of the local pastors. I have been attending a monthly gathering of Treasure Coast Pastors. I am on a bi-monthly conference call with Interim Pastors in the Florida-Bahama Synod.

October was Stewardship Month. Fred Hein provided the message this morning. Several weeks ago, I informed you that the laity will provide the message during our Worship Service once every three months. An opportunity will be given to another lay speak in January 2016. 
September 27, 2015 through December 13, 2015 is an opportunity for us to share with the Finance Committee our commitment, January 1 through December 31, 2016.
Continued on next page…
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Our signed statement of commitment will be shared with Finance Committee and the Pastor only. The statement will be stored in my office until the Finance Committee reconvenes, November 2015. Thanks for assisting the committee as they prepare for our 2016 Church Budget. Based on 140 members/associate members, the suggested amount of money committed to Hope Lutheran Church in the chart would enhance our financial growth during 2016. For example: If 10 people gave $30 each Sunday that would be $300 as part of our weekly offering and $15,600 of our yearly offering. We are asking members to circle the amount of commitment to Hope Lutheran Church in the amount column on the chart. We may choose a specific amount of giving or we may share why we are not giving at this time. The Finance Committee will not follow up with this endeavor other than a reminder in the church bulletin or during the announcements prior to Worship on Sundays. Our commitment will allow us to plan ministries and continue the growth of our church.


Activities at Hope:
St. Lucie Medical’s Auxiliary met in our narthex, Monday, October 12th, 10:30 a.m. for their last meeting during the year. There were more than 70 people in attendance using our Narthex.
We experienced a unique concert of Worship and Hope with a Nashville Recording Artist, Mark Smeby on Saturday, October 24 at 6 pm. There was a love offering received. Mark states that there’s nothing he enjoys more than helping people wake up to hope through music, speaking, and writing. This was a wonderful worship experience for those in attendance.
Olivet Home School is the latest tenant in our facility. They are a great asset to our Outreach Ministry. They will be using our facility every month on the first Friday.
Thanks to Nan Billings for writing a Growing Healthy Kids grant with Together in Mission of the ELCA. The grant application has reached the 2nd round for approval. The 2nd phase requires a support letter from the Dean of our Synod, Pr. Marjorie Weiss (received 09-23-15). We have also received a letter of support from several community and ecumenical partners.

Continued on next page…
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We have between 8 and 10 people attending our Bible Study on Tuesdays. We also have between 4 and 6 people attending our Bible Study on Sundays at 10:10 a.m. Bertha Cain is doing an excellent job facilitating the study on Sundays. All are invited from both Services.
We are reformatting our church flyer to include the weekly activities of Hope Lutheran Church, St. Julian Catholic Church, and Tabernacle of Praise. The flyer will also list the Wednesday Ecumenical Service.

I am requesting that members complete the announcement form located in the narthex prior to making announcements on Sundays. A completed copy of the form should be given to Brenda Newins. Brenda will determine whether or not the announcement will be placed on the board adjacent to the Administrative Assistant’s office, in the newsletter, and on the website.   

November 9 through 11, 2015, I will be attending the 2015 Conference on Ministries at the Life Enrichment Center, 4991 Picciola Road, Fruitland Park, Florida.
We are called to spread God’s Word and lead the community to Christ.

Pastor Tate



Installation of Pastor Tate
Come and celebrate with us on Sunday, November 8th at 10 a.m. for the installation of Pastor Tate. There will only be one worship service on Sunday.



Everything is Awesome 

Lego Club is open to everyone from ages 5 to 105, and there is no charge to attend. Even if you haven’t attended any of our other sessions, you are welcome to come! Bring a friend if you wish to share the fun! Join us for Lego filled adventure on the last Saturday of the month.

Exploring Your Faith

This is a class that the youth, high School & college, ask questions about faith and the Lutheran denomination. They meet on Thursdays from 6:30 to 8 p.m.


Bible Study

Every Tuesday at 12 noon we will meet for Bible study. We will be following the lectionary in our Adult Bible Study.





















Come and Support
Hope Lutheran 
Youth Group



When:  November 14, 2015
		  8AM – 3 PM
Where: Hope Lutheran Church 

Items are needed please drop them off at the church








Memory Verse of the Month
“Every good thing given and every perfect gift is from above, coming down from the Father of lights, with whom there is no variation or shifting shadow.” James 1: 17

When President Abraham Lincoln declared the first Thanksgiving holiday in the United States, he wanted all Americans to remember the source of their blessings and gifts. Even in the middle of a horrible war, Lincoln knew that the people had a lot to be thankful for. God was still present, and working, and blessing his people, during the war.  In his proclamation making Thanksgiving a holiday in 1863, he said that the  year was full of “the blessings of fruitful fields and healthful skies,” and that “They are gracious gifts of the Most High God.” 

The women’s luncheon is December 12th at noon at Carabbas. The cost is $20.00 per person. All women are welcome. There is a sign-up sheet on the table in the Narthex. Please join us.

Cookie Bakers Needed
The annual cookie bake sale is Sunday, December 20th, between services.  We will be selling cookies and tins. Please help by baking some cookies.  Sign-up sheet in Narthex. This is fun as it gives everyone a chance to get a nice selection of home baked cookies just in time for Christmas 



























The 2015 Enjoyment Books are now available. They will be on sale on Sundays and will also be available during the week at the office.  They are $35.00 a book payable by cash or check which should be made payable to Hope Lutheran Church. Hope gets $10.00 back on each book. Thank you!







Veterans Day is November 11th






1 Building 3 Churches 1 Mission
Come Worship with Us! 
   Pastor Earnest E. Tate     Sunday Worship Services          Weekly events	
                                                      Traditional Worship 9:00 a.m.    Tuesdays:  Bible Study 12:00 – 1:30 p.m.
            		                  
      Adult Bible Study 10:00 a.m.      Fridays:  Alcoholics Anonymous
                                                                            Meeting 7:00 – 8:00 p.m. 
                                                     Contemporary Worship 11:00 a.m.	    	 

We also have openings in our singing choir & hand bell choir. Please call the Church office for rehearsal days/times.
Ecumenical Service
Wednesday 6:00-7:30 P.M.
 Hope Lutheran Church	          PSL Tabernacle of Praise         	St. Julian of Norwich
St, Julian of Norwich
Old Catholic Church
An Alternative Catholic Community
Sunday Mass 12:30 P.M.
Saturday Mass 5:00 PM.
Father Bernie Sheffield, DD, OSB
772-370-9885

PSL Tabernacle of Praise
The Worship & The Word
Bible Study 
Friday 7:30 p.m.
Service Time Sunday 2:00 p.m.
Sr. Pastor, Dr. Bettin J. Greene
772-342-0554














Wednesday Ecumenical Worship Service
With
Hope Lutheran Church		Saint Julian Catholic Church		Tabernacle of Praise Church
6:00 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.
Every Wednesday 

The Wednesday Ecumenical Service is an opportunity for individuals affiliated with other denominations to meet on Wednesday Evenings to have intercessory prayer for their church and members along with sharing a vision for our community. 
We will move as the Holy Spirit leads us equipping those gathered with the Word of God through preaching, testimonies, and prayer. Our intent during our gathering is to be recharged, get equipped, and receive marching orders, so that there is a unity of the Holy Spirit throughout the week as we continue our prayer ministry. 
Come and join us on Wednesday evenings between 6:00 p.m. and 7:30 p.m. You may come and go during the Service as the Holy Spirit leads. A tentative agenda for the evening is listed below:
Fellowship (bring a snack)
Music                                                                                        
Prayer
Scripture Reading
Word of God through preaching, testimonies, and/or prayer


Wednesday Ecumenical and Advent Services
December 2-16, 2015
Soup and Bread		6:00 – 6:30 p.m.
Advent Service		6:30 – 7:00 p.m.
Ecumenical Service	7:00 – 7:30 p.m.
We are seeking 4 volunteers each Wednesday to cook for the Soup Supper
Sign-up sheet in Narthex

Rev. Dr. Earnest E. Tate, Pastor
Salient points in the sermon, John 8:31-38 on October 25, 2015  

Reformation is an on-going process in the Church. This "reformation" process is Spirit led. It is the energy that keeps the Church alive. There are outsiders who are laughing by what they see going on within the Body of Christ. It may be confusing for them to watch people at odds with one another who also talk about oneness in the Body of Christ. "How can this be for people who say that they love one another?” In the Church, there is going be disagreement because we are not perfected. We are a work in process. Do we stand against change? Change is what this is all about; growing in the Spirit. From the beginning, the Church has experienced inner conflict, conflicts between the Jewish and Gentile Christians. 
What Is Truth?  Truth is a word that is used much without any agreement as to its meaning.  Why is it so difficult for some to believe that truth resides in Jesus, the Son of God?  To some, truth is whatever advances a hidden agenda. To the scientist, truth is what one learns from his or her experiments. To others, truth is, “because I said so”. Perhaps we may generalize truth by saying that each of us regards truth as whatever conforms best to our values. Some advance their interests by the clever use of half-truths.  I believe that each half-truth that we tell, take away the respect that hold our society and our families together. 
The judgment of God given through the prophet Isaiah applies to us: "Woe unto them that call evil good, and good evil" (Isaiah 5:20). It is obvious that the words of Jesus---"Ye shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free", have been lifted out of context. It has been shared in many different ways.  The big question for us is, "What did Jesus mean by these words?"  And ye shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free.  It is the word of God, addressed to us. It is the living Word, embodied in Jesus, the way, the truth, and the life (John 14:6). It is about a relationship.  It is about the teaching of Jesus.   

Salient points in the sermon, Mark 10:35-45 on October 18, 2015  

We live in a culture that teaches us to always look out for number one. In a competitive, achievement-oriented society, the honors go to the person who succeeds in elbowing his or her way to the top.  The desire to make a name for ourselves, to get a head comes earlier to us from some parents.  Some parents stress that we do well in school. The desire to make a name for ourselves comes from competitive sports where the focus is on winning. The desire to make a name for ourselves comes from the news media that tells us what we must do and what we must have to “make it” in life.



There is a price to pay for true greatness.  If we really want to achieve, we must get to it.  Getting to it, takes time and work.  It may involve sacrificing of our social activities.  In all honesty, are we willing to pay such a price?  Jesus said to His disciples, “If any want to become my followers, deny yourselves and take up your cross daily and follow me. For those who want to save their life will lose it, and those who lose their life for my sake will save it.”(Lk. 9:23-24).  If we are aspiring to greatness then we must become a servant.  
Serving others begin within us.  Paul wrote in Philippians 2:5-7a (NIV), “Your attitude should be the same as that of Christ Jesus: Who, being in very nature God, did not consider equality with God something to be grasped, but made himself nothing, taking the very nature of a servant.....” Do we ever ask God to help us examine our life? Do we ever ask God in our prayers to show us how we can become great for the sake of the Kingdom? Jesus calls us to be servants. When it comes to following Jesus, the real work is in progress. It is not so much about what we do. It is about who we are becoming. That is the Good News. Jesus loves us. Amen. 

Salient points in the sermon, Mark 10:17-31 on October 11, 2015  

In our society success means money. Failure is the lack of it. To go broke is a disgrace. To make a million is a sure sign that one is doing well, doing things right. The economic indicators on Wall Street and in Washington, DC tell us how we are doing financially. If there is a trade deficit, we are not doing well. In fact, we are failing. 
How do we define wealth? Wealth is an abundance of possessions or resources.  During the times of the patriarchs, wealth was measured largely in livestock—sheep, goats, cattle, donkeys, and camels.  This was true of Abraham (Genesis 13:2), Isaac (Genesis 26:12-14), and Jacob (Genesis 30:43; 32:5).  People of the ancient world measured wealth in terms of land, houses, servants, slaves, and precious metals.  The prime example is King Solomon, whose great wealth is described in 1 Kings 10:14-29.
In our text today, we may respond to the story of the rich man differently, depending on our socioeconomic status.  For some, the story is discouraging.  If someone who had been committed to living justly and had experienced Jesus’ love walks away sad, who can follow Jesus?  For others, the story is encouraging.  It explains the difficulty they may have in dealing with wealthy people regarding some issues of Christian social teaching. Even well-meaning wealthy persons may balk at taking stands on behalf of the poor or oppressed if it costs them power or prestige.




How often do our time and riches—in gifts, talents, works, even self-righteousness—keep us from taking steps of total submission to God? We have been called to follow Jesus, to walk the way that he walks.  We are also confronted by the large demands of Jesus.  We say that, “All to Jesus I surrender, all to him I freely give. We want to be with him, but then come the demands---the cost of discipleship.  Do we realize how demanding the love that Jesus asks of us?

Salient points in the sermon, Mark 10:2-16 on October 4, 2015  

We often wish our families would function like some of the TV families in the 50’s and 60’s. No family was more ideal than the Andersons, a middle-class family living in a nameless Midwestern town on the TV show, Father Knows Best (1954 to 1960). Do we remember having a feeling of comfort when we watch “Father Knows Best”? Do we remember watching the TV show, “Leave It to Beaver” (1957 to 1963), the Cleaver family with the smiling Ward dressed in a suit-and-tie and June Cleaver dressed in a perky dress with pearls? The Beaver and his older brother Wally constantly got into predicaments that were influenced by Wally’s friend, Eddie Haskell. When the Beaver and Wally got caught by their parents, they were scolded and received a light punishment that was followed by a heart-to-heart talk with their dad, Ward. 
When have we ever seen an ideal family?  We can look in scripture to realize how imperfect we all are. Well, families have been messed up since the beginning of time. When Adam and Eve disobeyed God, sin entered the world. What did they do? Adam blamed Eve. Eve blamed the serpent. God sent them out of the garden, and then they started a family. The effects of sin touched their sons, too. Cain was jealous of his brother Abel, and Cain murdered him. Abraham, who is well known for his faithful walk with God. God promised to make him into a great nation.  However, in Genesis 12:13-20 Abram coerced his wife, Sarai, to lie to the Egyptians in order to save his life.  “Say you are my sister," he told her.  Because Sarai was a beautiful woman, Abram feared that Pharaoh would have him killed in order to have Sarai for himself.  










There is no church where everyone agrees on the style of worship and the infrastructure of its operation. There is no church where everyone agrees with the pastor 100 percent of the time. The church was not made to be perfect; it was called to be a family. We bicker, we pout, and we hurt. But every Sunday, we all gather around the table to eat the bread and drink the wine and remember that Christ unites us. Even though we disagree, we sing, "Let the vineyards be fruitful, Lord, and fill to the brim our cup of blessing. Gather a harvest from the seeds that were sown, that we may be fed with the bread of life. Gather the hopes and dreams of all: unit them with the prayers we offer. Grace our table with your presence, and give us a foretaste of the feast to come.” Are we holding each other up while holding up Christ as our example in our life? 






								





November Anniversaries

11/11 Dee & Brenda Newins (15) 11/20 Jim & Maryann Prell
11/29 Brian & Kate Stack (7)

	






Altar Flowers 
There are open dates on the flower chart until the end of the year.  Please select your favorite date. If you have any questions please contact Diane Calain.  She is in the office on Wednesday and Thursday, or you can leave a message for her. Please include your phone number in case of any questions.    







11/01	 	 Robert Ettari 
11/05   	 Marie Lopez 
11/06   	 Kathy Dame
 	Michael Gentry
11/07		Mary Lee Cox
11/08		Amberlee Crimmins 
11/09		Barbara Faulkner 
11/10		Pauline Granda
11/12		Carrie Kennedy
Jindo Fowler
 11/13	Mary Bergerman 
11/16		Carin Crimmins 
11/19		Sandra Kutsner
Ryan King
11/20		Cherisse Cooper
11/23		Cathy Brown
Clemmie Vincent 			Shea McGlynn
11/24		Bob Hendertilo
Scott Kasten 			Donna Blake
11/26		Nan Billings 
11/27  	 Harry Keat III 
11/30		Jason Billings


November
Birthdays





	

			







											

								



	

				

								

												
										
												





								










GROWING HEALTHY KIDS @ HOPE
TUESDAYS
Story Time:  3pm to 4pm   
Cost:  Free
Children gain confidence reading to the Waggin’  Tail Therapy Dogs  
Receive tutoring to increase reading skills
Registration required to reserve a half hour 
Story time and tutoring also available




Horticulture for Beginners:  4pm to 5pm
Cost:  Free

 Children of all ages digging in the dirt 
Planting and tasting healthy vegetables  
Planting Christian values                   
Growing healthy kids! 




To register or for more information nannette1b@aol.com
or call Nan Billings 772-812-1682


Members of Our Armed Forces

LC Scott Stickler (Afghanistan)

Tech Sgt. John King	USAF

Members in Residential Care

Inge Brooks-Lakeforest Park

Pricilla Carpenter- The Gardens




Tracy Hollipara, Jan Grassman, Rick Barth, John G.Prell, Eric Weston, Bob & Lucy Barnette ,Thomas Spee, The Lamb Family, Koby Taylor, Wanda Felix & Mayson, Kathy Brogan, Donald Pendagast, Lusell Duberger, Harmony Geske, Judy Geske, The Luhrs Family, Marge Yager, Jean Carroll, Dom Aloise, Chelsey Olson, Eleonor Colon, Faith McCracken, Jimmy Back-Galpin, Pat Maranscio, Gloria Iaccabelli, Ed Forella, Bob Hendertil, Kelly Kendall, Cynthia Oyola, Cynthia Ortiz, Bert Johanson, Missie Kirkland, Josh Paradoa, Josef Glass, Nancy Larsen, Archie Rahn, Dolores Hart, Jeannie Hockley, 
Cathy & Herb Schaus
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Phone-772-324-9472 
Check out the web-site: http://cuisine256.com/
E-Mail-Info@Cuisine256.com

 








We are asking anyone interested in singing with the ADULT CHOIR to please see Karen Keat or any choir member for information.
 Please come out and sing with us. We practice on Thursday’s, at 7:00 p.m. 

For information please call Karen Keat:  772-237-5363.

              




Worship the Lord with gladness. Come before him, singing with joy. (Psalms 100:2)




  If you would like to be in the BELL CHOIR, please see Karen Keat for information. We practice on Tuesday’s at 6:30 p.m.  If you are interested in learning about the bells, please call Karen Keat, 772-237-5363. 




								1750 SE Lennard Road, Port St. Lucie, Fl.  34952
	772-335-4673     www.hopelutheranpsl.org
	Rev. Dr. Earnest E. Tate, Pastor
           minet49@aol.com














				

                               If you do not have an e-mail address or access to online we will gladly mail you an issue. Please contact the church office. 


Click & go to www.hopelutheranpsl.org	
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Skip Daugherty, BC-HIS (772) 567-5115
Hearing Aid Specialist
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